
Drawing of Marcel Moyse by his grandson, Michel Moyse.
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The Marcel Moyse Society is a nonprofit organisation 
founded in 1988 dedicated to preserving and promoting 
the legacy of the legendary French flute player and teacher, 

Marcel Moyse (1889–1984). Moyse was a pivotal figure in 
20th-century flute playing, known for his expressive tone, tech-
nical mastery, and influential pedagogical works such as De la 
Sonorité and Tone Development Through Interpretation. He taught 
at the Paris and Geneva Conservatories and co-founded the 
Marlboro Music Festival in Vermont, leaving a lasting impact on 
generations of flute players worldwide.

The Marcel Moyse Society began in 1988 as an advisory 
committee to oversee two projects: the formation of a Marcel 
Moyse Archive and the production of concerts to celebrate the 
artist’s centennial in May 1989. The project involved making 
a catalogue of the collection (including photographs, letters, 
manuscripts, audio and video tapes, instruments and recordings) 
to be maintained at the New York Public Library. Centennial 
Celebrations were held 17–20 May 1989 in Marlboro and 
Brattleboro, Vermont. An original objective of the Society was 
to ensure that all of Mr. Moyse’s books and teaching materials 
remain in print and are marketed appropriately.

In January 1990, the Society produced and distributed its first 
newsletter consisting of reviews of centennial events, scholarly 
information such as a list of recordings, and an invitation to 
membership. Between 1989 and 1991 the Society presented grants 
to Michel Moyse, grandson of Marcel Moyse, to produce instruc-
tional videos which were made available in April 1991. Although 
Michel Moyse retains control over these tapes, their availability is 
supported by the goals of the Society—to promote the teaching 
and artistry of Marcel Moyse. The Moyse Society was incorpo-
rated as a nonprofit in 1992.

An important goal of the founding members of The Marcel 
Moyse Society was the reissuing of recordings of Mr. Moyse. The 
Legacy CD was the culmination of that project and was sold 
through the Moyse Society. Marcel Moyse en Son Pays, a French 
television film made in St. Amour with Michel Debost, now has 
English subtitles and a new introduction by Bernard Goldberg, 
past President of the Society.

The Marcel Moyse Society
by ROBERT CART

Introducing

On 12 August 2009, before the National Flute Association 
Convention in New York City, the Society held an event to 
celebrate Moyse’s life and legacy at the Bruno Walter Auditorium 
of the New York Public Library. The evening began with a 
welcome from past Executive Director Craig Johnson, followed 
by remarks about the Moyse archives by Jonathan Hiam, Head of 
the American Music Collection at the NY Public Library for the 
Performing Arts. The heart of the evening was the panel: Carol 
Wincenc, Susan Fries, Bernard Goldberg, Robert Aitken, Trevor 
Wye, and Karl Kraber. Frances Lapp Averitt was the moderator, 
introducing each distinguished flutist and guiding the discussion. 
For those who knew Moyse, the memories shared brought the 
magic of Moyse’s character back. For those who never met him, 
we witnessed the awe, love, and inimitable approach to teaching 
that continues to inspire those whose lives and careers he influ-
enced. Materials for the Moyse Archive were on prominent 
display at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts 
until the end of September, 2009. The materials are still available 
for study by making an appointment in advance with NYPL: 
archives.nypl.org/mus/20284



The culmination of the Society’s project to 
reissue the recordings of Mr. Moyse. Now 
available as a digital download.

Scenes from the DVD Marcel Moyse: 
Grand Old Man Of The Flute.
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The Marcel Moyse Society continues through the efforts of a 
number of committed members who continue to meet annu-
ally to promote and preserve the legacy of Marcel Moyse. We 
have sponsored masterclasses each year at the National Flute 
Association Conventions since 2013 with prominent artists who 
studied with Moyse. In 2017, the Society launched a new website 
making more resources available to the public and a YouTube 
channel.

New projects of the Marcel Moyse Society are still aimed at 
preserving his legacy, and they include the creation of a pedagog-
ical guide based on the teachings of Moyse and video interviews 
with former students of Moyse. We welcome members world-
wide, and encourage all who are passionate about preserving the 
legacy of the legendary flutist Marcel Moyse.

Officers of the Society include: Robert Cart, Executive Director; 
Christine Moulton, Membership Secretary; Craig Johnson, 
Treasurer; Catherine Hummel, Recording Secretary; and Priscilla 
Holt, Special Projects Coordinator. Esteemed members of the 
Advisory Council include James Galway, Carol Wincenc, Paula 
Robison, Robert Aitken, Michel Debost, and many more.

For more information, visit www.marcelmoysesociety.org

Expressive tone, technical 
mastery, and a lasting 
impact on generations of 
flute players worldwide.

“

P


